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.(Mavil Aru water dispute (2007, April 22 .115
http://www.lankalibrary.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?f=66&t=3299

Fuard, A. (2007, June 28). Operation Definite Victory (Niyathai Jaya). Lankalibrary Forum .116
=http://www.lankalibrary.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?f=66&t

x Battle for Thoppigala- 2007 (2007, June 20), http://www.lankalibrary.com/phpBB/.117
viewtopic.php?t=3542
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Nagaraj, V. K. (2011, January 28). Sri Lanka military expanding its influence over.118
civilians affairs, things are not looking good for democratic accountability. Transcurrent,
http://transcurrents.com/tc/2011/01/sri_lanka_military_extending_ih

Mehta, A. K. (2010, May 20). Sri Lanka’s Ethnic Conflict: How Eelam War IV was Won. .119
SriLanka Guardian
http://www.srilankaguardian.org/2010/05/sri-lankas-ethnic-conflict-how-eelam.htm]

.Ministry of Defense- Sri Lanka (2010, October 30). Overseas jobs for Surrendered LTTE cadres .120
http://www.defence.lk/new.asp?fname=20070116_03
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Jeyaraj, D. B. S. (2006, December 1). How Gotabhaya Rajapakse escaped death. .124
Transcurrents. http://transcurrents.com/tamiliana/archives/239
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Galula, D. (1965). Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice. NYC and London: .125
Praeger

Special Task Forces (2008, August 31), http://www.lankalibrary.com/phpBB/viewtopic. .126
n1dw>,1,2,3,8 MMN'WN N1D1 59,57 TNA'DN1 11AX'IN 55-1 53 11'DN 171 MN1php?f=66&t=4467
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.Tamita-Delgoda, S. R. (2010, November 7). Ashok Mehta’s work on Eelam war IV reviewed .128
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Ferninado, S. (2009, January 11). Forces poised for the kill on the Eastern flank”, The .129
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Tammita-Delgoda, S. R. (2009). Sri Lanka: The Last Phase in Eelam War IV - .131
FromChundikulam to Pudumattalan. Manekshaw Paper 13, 1-5. New-Delhi: Centre for Land
Warfare Studies. http://www.claws.in/index.php?action=Claws%20Paper

Tammita-Deloda, S.R. (2009), Op cit .132

(Troops attack LTTE defenses (2008, January 26 .133
http://www.lankalibrary.com/phpBB/viewtopic.php?f=66&t=4071

Tammita-Deloda, S.R. (2009), Op cit, pp 1.134
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governments and the “Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), the rebels succeeded in setting up a separate and
independent sovereignty inmany areas. The conflict caused
much economic and human suffering, and an estimated
70,000 to 100,000 deaths. Throughout, varied endeavors
were undertaken to solve the conflict: from internal
policing to foreign political and military interventions,
to earnest negotiations and attempts to formulate
agreements to solve the conflict through peaceful means
with international backing. All these failed, leading the Sri
Lankan government to resort once more to the military
option. This strategy revealed itself as successful and is
the only one which destroyed the rebel organization and
brought an end to the conflict. This result is exceptional in
modern military history and in fact constitutes a precedent
for the success of a democratic nation in defeating an
internal rebel organization by military means.

How did the Sri Lankan government achieve such
a victory where other, much stronger states, failed?
What were the differences between the strategy of the
government in 2006 and all previous similar attempts?
This paper addressed these questions in an effort to arrive
at unique insights as to the factors leading to the success
or failure of governments in their fight against guerrilla
and terror organizations. To that end, political and military
aspects of the conflict were examined and previous efforts
at a solution were described. Lastly, their contribution
to the success of the military strategy was evaluated.
This analysis was aided by the descriptions of previous
experience gained from other similar counter-insurgency
campaigns. At the end of the paper an attempt was made
to examine the extent and manner in which the lessons
from Sri Lanka could be applied to Israel and the armed
conflicts it is involved in.
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Abstract

This paper focuses on the study of asymmetrical conflicts
between national armed forces and non-State military
organizations. The growth of this discipline is directly
linked to the rise of this specific type of conflict where
guerrilla and terror organizations challenge the political
and military dominance of seemingly stronger states.
And indeed, based on the historic experience the popular
belief has arisen, according to which it is impossible to
militarily defeat terror organizations that receive and rely
on the support of the local population, especially those
organizations fighting for national liberation. This belief
has led to calls for a revision of the way we define and
view traditional military concepts, such as victory, and
to overemphasis political and diplomatic strategies for
conflict resolution. Such strategies inherently include
some form of dialogue with, and therefore recognition
of, the terrorist organization. This may encourage other
organizations to take the same path and use methods of
terror, thus undermining local and global security.

This paper claims that the abovementioned belief is
mistaken and based on partial and historical evidence.
There is a need to correct this imbalance, and this paper
is an attempt to do so by examining a relevant modern
case study in which a democratic country has succeeded
in militarily defeating a strong guerrilla and terrorist
organization.

The example of Sri Lanka is unique, despite it being
almost completely hidden from public attention and
knowledge. In addition to being one of the most protracted
armed conflicts around the world, during the 26 years
of the violent conflict between the various Sri Lankan
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